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      Assignments and handouts can be found at:  http://worddivas.yolasite.com 

The following is an overview of the texts and units. Units may not be taught in the order listed below.
A. Materials Used:

Title:  Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, 9th Ed. 

Description:  College reader that focuses on different modes of writing

Title:  The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric.  

Description:  College handbook on argument, research, visual analysis, grammar and usage, composition, and media.

Title:  Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes:  The American Experience.

Description:  American literature textbook 
Title:  The Art of Styling Sentences
Description: A grammar review and primer on sentence structures that add to writer’s style.
B. Composition
This class is heavily based on composition.  Emphasis will be on form and development of the basic paragraph and the multi-paragraph essay, timed writing, style analysis papers, and the MLA research process.  Preparation for college writing is an essential element of this class.
· Sentence variety and grammar will be taught using The Art of Styling Sentences 4th Edition by Ann Longknife and K.D. Sullivan

· Essay Techniques: funnel, introduction, conclusions, thesis, supporting detail and transitions

· Essays: analysis (timed writes), explication (timed write), satire (timed write), critical analysis, research paper/project, argument (timed writes), compare and contrast (timed write). At least once a quarter students may expect to be assigned outside essays.  The student will also complete a research project with an MLA-format write-up and bibliography during first semester.    
· Timed Writes: Students will have 40 minutes to write an essay based on a provided passage, current reading, or a previous AP prompt.  Two-three times a semester students will be asked to take a timed write home, read my notes and rewrite the timed write correcting all errors.  
· Study guides, annotations, reading journals,
· Other writing to be covered includes: personal narrative essay (for college applications), practice writing thesis statements on many prompts, compare and contrast essay, essay written looking through one of the criticism lenses,and an essay analysis of a novel and one on a poem.
·  “Writer’s Notebook,” used consistently as a place for informal writing experiments, practice for grammar and usage lessons, reflections on reading, literature and current events, and the initial drafts of formal writing assignments. 

C. Vocabulary
Vocabulary is studied in conjunction with literature and literary terms.
· An ongoing vocabulary study based on instructor’s handout packets will focus on common roots, prefixes and suffixes, vocabulary from course reading, and the list of words commonly used on the SAT/ACT exams.  Quizzes involve applying the correct word in context as well as identifying the correct definition of the word.  Students are expected to maintain a vocabulary section in their course notebook where they keep up with the vocabulary lists.

· Literary and Rhetorical Devices- Students will turn in 2 literary device write-ups a week to total 20 by the end of the semester.  For these write ups students will choose devices from my assigned list and find examples of the devices in any book, short story or piece of non-fiction we read.  They will define the term; quote an example from a piece of literature (in correct MLA format) and then write on the function of the device.  The function will include what the concept is, the context the device is used in, and the device’s connection to the novel as a whole.
D. Grammar
· We’ll use  The Art of Styling Sentences to review, and to practice the grammar that we will use in our writing.
· We will practice ACT multiple choice questions. 
E. Reading

             Emphasis will be on non-fiction, although novels and dramatic pieces are also included
· Most readings will come from one of the textbooks or teacher handouts. Students will also be required to follow current events, and bring in current articles from periodicals during the course
F. Other

· Voice Lessons by Nancy Dean: practice analysis of  Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax, Tone
· KEEP ALL WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: students are responsiblefor keeping all copies of writing and quizzes. We will log results and keep track of learning progress. At the end of the year, students will beexpected to have(and hand ) in ALL writing from the academic year.
Grades:

Exams/Tests/Quizzes







35%

Writing, Projects







40%

Homework, class work, study guides





25%
Reminder- A “B” in AP English equals a 4.0.  

You are encouraged to take the AP exam Language exam on May 11, 2011 at your cost of $87. Your score on the exam can potentially earn you college credit for Freshman English Composition.

     


Expectations    

l.
Keep all writing assignments, notes, Xerox material, homework, etc. in a three-ring binder.  You should bring this notebook to class, as well as your assignment book. 

3.
Work must be legible or it will not be accepted. (If I can't read it, I can't grade it.) Do not scribble out an error; just draw a single line through the error.  Handwritten work must be in black or blue ink only.  Work not following these guidelines will not be accepted.

4.
Neither late work nor partial work will be accepted; you must bring the completed assignment with you to class when it is due.  If you have an excused absence, you have the same amount of time that you missed to turn in the assignment.  If you miss English because of an excused tardy, it is your responsibility to turn in the work during the day. If you leave for a game or appointment you must turn in your work before leaving.

5.
You are responsible for all material covered in class even if you are absent.  Check with a classmate or me when you return. I encourage you to phone or email me with questions, or to get the assignments before returning to school. Don’t forget to check for assignments on the class website.
6.
A major paper or project must be turned in on the date due.  No exceptions will be made.  If you are absent that day, someone must bring it in for you.

7.
You will not be allowed to make up tests or quizzes or class work if you have an unexcused absence or an unexcused tardy.

8.
Make-up tests will be given only by appointment.  There will be no time provided for make-up tests during the school day. Tests must be made up within the same time frame as other assignments. See the student handbook.
9. Any student found cheating (giving or getting) on homework, quizzes, tests, or class work will receive    “0” for the work.  Plagiarism is a form of cheating and will be treated as such.

10.       Grading will not be curved.  Teachers follow the percentages given in the student- parent handbook.
11. No extra credit is given.

11.        Students are not allowed to leave the classroom.
12.        Semester grade: 1st quarter = 45%; 2nd quarter = 45%; semester final = 10% 
Units of Study
Units during the first semester will be connected to a “place-based” research project, utilizing traditional research methods and less traditional ethnographic research methods including research, note taking, observation, and mapping. The objective of the unit is to model and engage in real world writing in multiple genres, culminating in a visual and written project presenting evidence and arguing each student’s findings. The final project will be expected to comply with MLA requirements. Grammar and mechanical conventions will be taught as determined by student need and Colorado State Standards.

UNIT 1













What is Rhetoric: Sentence structure, tone, style, diction, syntax, scheme, patterns of development, and introduction to close reading.

Student Goals

1. Students will learn the terms relating to rhetoric

2. Students will read and analyze text using close reading or critical reading strategies throughout the year.

3. Students will learn to analyze texts’ tone, style, diction, syntax, scheme, and sentence structure.

4. Students will learn to identify and analyze the different patterns of development commonly used to organize writing.

UNIT 2













The Rhetorical Triangle and Situation: Introductory unit for rhetorical analysis with reading samples on speaker, audience, subject concepts and interactions. This is a base unit, which naturally leads to rhetorical analysis of textual and non-textual material. 

Student Goals: 

1. Students will learn the six aspects of the rhetorical triangle and their relation to each other. 

2. Students will analyze texts throughout the year with an initial focus on the rhetorical elements of the triangle. 

3. Students will recognize the rhetorical situation of the text either through direct research or reasonable inference from the text itself. 

4. Students will practice their understanding through personal storytelling, examining the changes that occur when the speaker or audience changes. 

5. Students will demonstrate their understanding by analyzing texts on a similar subject but with different writers, such as AP prompts involving comparison-contrast essays. 

UNIT 3













I was there –Descriptive writing and journalism: This unit teaches students how systematic strategies of invention can be used as analytical tools and as creative tools. We examine the Journalist’s Questions (who, what, when, where, why and how) as a fundamental strategy to analyze complex works of non-fiction. 

Student Goals: 

1. Students will become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read. 

2. Students will increase their effectiveness in the use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence

3. Vocabulary and concepts: Ethos, pathos, logos

UNIT 4













Argument and Rhetoric: classical and modern: This unit examines both deductive and inductive approaches to argument. As they study the common fallacies, students begin to recognize that almost any argument contains flaws if they examine it carefully. In this unit, students are introduced to the common fallacies of deduction, induction, and the material fallacies. 

Student Goals: 

1. Students will identify the inductive and deductive arguments. 

2. Students will learn the elements of the Toulmin model for argumentation for both assigned readings and self-generated arguments. 

3. Students will learn and understand the common fallacies. 

4. Students will analyze texts, graphics, and visual images containing such fallacies. 

5. Students will compose informal responses to fallacies in advertising. 

6. Students will write an in-class analysis of a non-fiction passage that employs fallacies as part of its rhetorical strategy. 

7. Students will receive instruction and feedback on the in-class essay before and after they complete the activity. 

8. Students will learn the problems inherent in misreading a text.

UNIT 5












Synthesis I: 
Student Goals:
1. Students will practice the synthesis essay in the AP exam format, i.e., formulating an argument based on a collection of related articles and non-textual material, within a class period. 

UNIT 6













Persuasive speech:  Explore writing in rhetorical “modes.”

Student Goals

1. Students will learn to discern emotional appeals from logical appeals, and understand how the two function together to achieve the author’s purpose. 

2. Students will learn what “reasonable people” believe to be moral, ethical, and sound topics for debate. 

3. Students will learn vocabulary: style, voice, modes of writing, diction, syntax, tropes, schemes, style, tone, diction

4. Students will observe and critique political speeches to see how such things as body language, tone of voice, and gestures help to reinforce the message of the speaker. 

5. Students will learn how an author/speaker achieves credibility, and they will learn to create this in their own works. 

Unit 7












Visual Grammar: Our culture is moving more and more to a visual culture where images entertain, persuade, inform, and inspire us more often than the use of words alone. In this unit, we’ll learn how visuals follow some rules and principles similar to words but also how visuals differ in quality and effect from words. 

Student Goals:
1. Study the elements of visual grammar (rule of thirds, foreground/background, color theory) and analyze how they create effects 

2. Learn the terminology of visual description: dot, line, shape, direction, texture, value, scale, dimension, and motion

3. Includes analyzing visual data: graphs, propaganda, 

4. Adapt the rhetorical techniques of persuasive argumentation and expository description to visuals 

Unit 8












Satire, wit, humor, voice: Recognizing and understanding satire is an essential part of the study of argumentation. As it can be difficult for many students to understand the subtle nature of some satire, they will be taught to identify such elements as irony, sarcasm, analogy, incongruity, and hyperbole in a variety of forms. 

Student Goals: 

1. Students will learn the rhetorical techniques of satire, both historical and contemporary. 

2. Students will analyze texts, graphics, and visual images to identify the targets of satire and the satirical techniques employed. 

3. Students will compose informal responses to satirical pieces, including texts, graphic and pictorial images, and film. 

4. Students will write an in-class analysis of a mock press release that employs satire as its chief rhetorical strategy. 

Unit 9 












Essays of Definition – Synthesis Continued: We will continue our work on the synthesis essay, focusing on how writers attempt to define crucial concepts (love, fear, patriotism, happiness) by placing them in historical context, engaging in philosophical discussion, marshalling popular and personal examples, and categorizing ideas. In writing, we will focus on organization strategies to shape your writing: cause/effect, process, and classification. 

Student Goals

1. Learn and apply different types of essay organization 

2. Analyze released synthesis essay answers
3. Read philosophical essays and understand the purposes and techniques used 

4. Connect personal and historical examples to philosophical ideas 

Unit 10












Political Writing, Oratory: Students will use skills and strategies they have learned to answer questions such as:  How does persuasion affect society?  How authors use rhetoric to change people’s views?  How has America continued to redefine freedom?

In this unit, students will continue to read, annotate, imitate, and analyze components of rhetoric and the application of rhetoric in historical writing.    Students will also compare and contrast the use of rhetoric in America’s past as well as in the presentation of current events.   

After students write both in-class essays, they will select one for revision.  This process will include meeting in small peer groups for critique as well as meeting in small groups with the teacher in order to revise and edit the paper.  

Student Goals
1. Students will become familiar with elements of political rhetoric such as repetition, Biblical and other, emotionally charged diction, etc. 

2. Students will learn to discern emotional appeals from logical appeals, and understand how the two function together to achieve the author’s purpose. 

3. Students will learn what “reasonable people” believe to be moral, ethical, and sound topics for debate. 

4. Students will observe and critique political speeches to see how such things as body language, tone of voice, and gestures help to reinforce the message of the speaker. 

5. Students will learn how an author/speaker achieves credibility, and they will learn to create this in their own works. 

6. Students will write their own persuasive letters to the editor of a newspaper, or to an elected official using both logical and emotional appeal, and achieving credibility using proper, appropriate language. 

Unit 11












Process writing: In this unit, we learn how to explain not only how things work but to narrate the process. We’ll study how master writers find ways to explain clearly and with style without sacrificing authority, credibility, or accuracy. 

Student Goals:

1. Learn how to break down a process into discrete steps 

2. Learn how to use voice and attitude to infuse energy into expository writing 

3. Learn how to think critically to categorize and order thinking 

4. Break down a process

5. Explain how to do something in a systematic, clear, dynamic way

Unit 12













Drama: Students will read drama and analyze the rhetorical strategies used in drama, noticing how rhetorical and literary strategies can and are used across genres.  
Student Goals

1. Analyze the rhetorical strategies used in drama, 

2. Rhetorical and literary strategies are used across genres.  

3. Authors can use two contexts for setting – a play set in the past, to comment on present political, social, and/or economic events.  

4. Connect mid-20th Century drama to current events; explore the purpose and parallels between the historical setting and the events of the playwrights’ time.  
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